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��n the spirit of Garden City’s founder, Alexander   
Turney Stewart, who was known as the “Merchant 

Prince,” The Garden City Historical Society has revived 
that old-world charm of merchandizing by opening its 
consignment shop, the A.T. Stewart Exchange. 
 The idea for the shop came from longtime     
resident and Historical Society board member Kris 
Harder (at right, on left), who was also the original 
owner of The Pear Tree. Kris and Society Board    
member Jill Mayer (right) have devoted many hours 
getting the A.T. Stewart Exchange up and running. 
They’ve also brought in a cadre of wonderfully       
dedicated volunteers to serve as the shop staff. 
 The Exchange has an array of fine china pieces, 
including Beleek and Waterford, embroidered linens, 
lamps, cabinets, plant stands, wall décor, glassware, 
jewelry, paintings, rugs, bed covers, ladies’ vanity    
furniture and more. Come see for yourself. 
 “We hope our guests enjoy their visits to the  
Exchange and attend some of the Society’s programs,” 
says Kris Harder, the A.T. Stewart Exchange Director. “Your purchases help benefit a good cause.” 
 Proceeds from the A.T. Stewart Exchange assist the Historical Society in the upkeep of the Museum, expansion 
of its archival collections, publication of our membership newsletter, Historical Notes, and the presentation of enjoyable 
and informative lectures and events. In addition, a successful consignment shop will help the Society continue to educate 
community members about the history and heritage of Garden City.   (Below, Friday volunteers) 
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Dear Friends, 
 

�� he breadth and scope of the historical society continues to grow. Quite frankly if time and money 
permitted, several board members and myself could work full time for the Society as we continue 

our quest to develop a prominent museum and educational facility. 
 Our consignment shop, the A.T. Stewart Exchange, has become the talk of the town. Visitors will 
attest to the fine collection of unique items, always changing as goods are purchased at reasonable prices and new items 
arrive for sale. All net proceeds belong to the Society, and the shop is directed and staffed completely by volunteers. 
 Our archives are the backbone of the Society, and our N.Y.S. Charter and professional association memberships 
mandate that we maintain, catalog, protect and secure the items in our collections. We are constantly seeking acquisi-
tions or donations of material relative to Garden City and its environs, and as our museum operations develop, we hope 
to begin presenting programs incorporating objects from our collections. I encourage you to contact any of our Board 
members or myself (516-456-0433) if you have any questions relative to making a donation or offering an acquisition to 

us for consideration in the archives. 
 Additionally, we’ve enjoyed commendable participation in our annual spring         
Children’s Art Initiative which is offered to children in grades K through 12 attending Garden 
City schools. It is an educational experience for the children, and an opportunity for the parents 
to visit and familiarize themselves with our Museum. We’ve also continued our lecture series, 
recently presenting a program on the history of Mitchel Field by Garden City resident and   
Cradle of Aviation volunteer, Ray Donnelly. These lectures offer an opportunity for visitors    
to enjoy programs of varied interests, presented by experts in their noted fields, in the historic 
venue of the 1872 Apostle House which is our museum. 
 Further, we are thankful to Sen. Kemp Hannon for always remembering the Society    
in his annual “N.Y.S. Parks” Initiative Grants. These grants are absolutely necessary for us to 
continue our programs, especially under the present economic conditions. Your membership 
dues, other donations and museum shop purchases are equally important. We thank you for 
your continued present and future support, and we look forward to cultivating and developing 
greater financial assistance from the business community. 
 Lastly, and most significantly, late last year, the Society received a bequest from the 
estate of Cleo Caddy, a longtime Garden City resident and Society volunteer who had moved to 
California. Her husband, the late Dr. James Caddy, was a popular local pediatrician. A portion 
of the proceeds have been used to begin an endowment fund for the Society, which will help 
ensure our financial future. In her memory, an elegant, teak garden bench has been installed on 
the grounds of our Museum for all visitors to enjoy. 
 

             Sincerely, Brian A. Pinnola, 516-456-0433/bpinnola@nailongisland.com 

� � � � � �  

�� nne Imbornoni correctly identified the last mystery spot (left) as the 
“lonely strip of land between the backyards of homes on Arthur 

Street and the old A&S parking lot.” In addition, we had asked how    
developers view it as a potential site for transport between Mineola and 
the Nassau Coliseum area. This Long Island Rail Road right-of-way is 

being considered for a light-rail transport for the County’s massive development project known 
as the “Hub.” This is one of Garden City’s top issues in the foreseeable future.  

�� his elegant brick wall and its six piers, once graced 
with magnificent lanterns, surround a present-day   

Village facility that is a prime example of an adaptive use 
of a historic structure. Can you identify the spot? Send 
your guess to our webmaster at 
info@gardencityhistoricalsociety.org. Be the first to reply 
and receive a complimentary copy of Mildred Smith’s 
book, Garden City, Long Island, in Early Photographs, 1869-1919.  
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�� ongratulations to all the students who participated in this year’s 
Children’s Art Contest, Architecture in Garden City. The Gar-

den City Historical Society held a reception for the winners and their 
families on April 6. This year’s winner are: 
Senior High School Photography: Steven Lanciotti, First Place; Andrew 
Kuruc, Second Place; and Laura LoTurco, Honorable Mention. (All from 
Garden City High School) 
Senior High School Drawing: Olivia Segarra, First Place; Jenna Krug, 
Second Place; and Laura Pashayan, Honorable Mention. (All from Garden 
City High School) 
Middle School Drawing: Jacquelyn Seskin, First Place; Kylie Mara,    
Second Place; and Matthew Conway, Honorable Mention. (All from      
Garden City Middle School) 
Grades 2-5 Drawing: Isabel Balady, First Place-Stewart School; Evelyn Chavez, Second Place-Stewart School; Shannon Tierney, 
Honorable Mention-Stratford School; and Jack Cashwell, Honorable Mention-Stratford School. 
Grades K-1: Stephen Debany, First Place-Locust School; Rebecca Curran, Second Place-Homestead School; and Amanda     
Hohenberger, Honorable Mention-Homestead School. 
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�� uest speaker Ray Donnelly presented a lecture, “History of 
Mitchel Field and Aviation in Garden City,” to an enthusiastic 

audience at the Historical Society Museum on Sunday, April 20. 
Mr. Donnelly has a long history himself with Mitchel Field, since 
his father was stationed at Mitchel Field during World War II and 
married his mom at the Officer’s Club. He has been a volunteer at 
the Cradle of Aviation since it reopened in 1991. Garden City    
aviation history has been, and will continue to be a significant part 
of Ray’s life. 

  � �	������ � ����� �� ��		  ����� �����	 �� ������� � ��� �� ���  

�� round Memorial Day 
2008, The Garden 

City Historical Society 
proudly installed a stately 
flagpole and smart        
new 6-foot by 10-foot     
American flag in front of 
its museum on Eleventh 
Street, thanks to the      
generosity of the Col. 
Aaron Ogden Chapter of 
the Daughters of the 
American Revolution.  
Special thanks to DAR 
past president Isabelle 
Smith for her coordination 
of this donation. A dedica-
tion ceremony is planned 
for September 13 at noon. 

�� ociety member Bob Franz, an expert in framing and 
framing materials and technology, recently restored 

and reframed, pro bono, the Society’s 1886 portrait of   
Cornelia Clinch Stewart, wife of A.T. Stewart. The      
portrait, now hanging in the main parlor room at the     

Society’s Mu-
seum, was in poor 
condition, suffer-
ing from fading, 
flaking, deteriora-
tion of the paper 
and backing, and    
water staining. Mr. 
Franz used acid-
free  museum 
grade materials 
and glazing for 
high level UV  
protection. 

COMING  SOON: SOCIETY ’S FALL  PROFESSIONAL ART SHOW , NOVEMBER  15/16 AND 22/23 
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�� stablishing an Acquisitions Committee was a priority of the Historical Society Board of Directors that came to    
fruition following our 2006 A.T. Stewart Flea Market. At the time, $2,000 of the event proceeds were set aside to 

initiate this significant function of the Society and its Museum mission. Over the past year, the committee has been 
searching for acquisitions that fulfill specific criteria, that is, eligible items should have a connection to Garden City or 
the immediate surrounding area, including Hempstead and Mineola. 
 It’s been an exciting year for our Archives collections. Here are a sampling of the committee’s acquisitions: 

� �	������� �	 ������ �	 �� ����
� �� �!��	�����	 �� �������� � �� � ��� �� �
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 � An 1879 Beers map of “North Part of Hempstead”  
 � Annual Reports, Incorporated Village of Garden City, 1940, 

1952 and 1953  
 � Numerous postcards with historic views of Garden City  
 � An original A.T. Stewart signature (left) 
 � Several books regarding Doubleday, Doran & Co., Nelson  
      Doubleday and George H.  
      Doran. 

 Alexander Stewart is the seventh wealthiest man on record in the world, if at the 
height of their career, the value of the fortunes of all the wealthy persons of modern time 
are converted into today’s dollars...that’s compared to Bill Gates and Warren Buffett. At 
the time of Cornelia Stewart’s death in 1886 the estate was estimated at $20 million. 
 It’s not surprising then that individuals might seek to ask the richest man of his 
time for a donation. Recently, the Historical Society purchased a letter (right) written by 
an orphan girl who requested $5,000 so that she could go to school. In her letter, she       
indicates to Mr. Stewart that the funds she requests is a “very small sum of Mr. Stewart’s 
$75 million.” 

 The Society has also had the good fortune to find a one-of-a-kind publication by 
Doubleday, Page & Company that states “published with apologies” (shown lower right) 
about its Country Life Press facilities on Franklin Avenue. Notice that today’s facility at 
501 Franklin Avenue mirrors the structure on the book cover. 
 One of our most recent acquisitions is a book of news clippings from The Long 
Island Press, dating to the mid 1970s, that chronicles a series of articles by O. William 
Cagney that include not only historical text, but also prints of his famed wood carvings. 

What makes this a signifi-
cant acquisition is that a few 
years ago, the Society      
received a donation 
of approximately 
300 woodcuts of Mr. 
Cagney’s works. 
Our collection in-
cludes many of the 
sites documented in 
The Press articles. 
This new acquisition 
will allow a broader 
illumination of those 
images. 

��������	�������"� Period artifacts, photos, building plans and memorabilia, either donations for 
loan or for purchase. Please contact us at info@gardencityhistoricalsociety.org, or call Brian Pinnola at 456-0433. 
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��n the spring of 2007, members of the Society’s Board of Directors were 
excited about the return of a portrait of Cornelia Stewart by James Pine. 

The painting had been loaned by the Historical Society to the Nassau County 
Museum in 1986. Deputy Commissioner Tracy Kay of the Nassau County 
Parks Department, with his back to the camera at right, and curator Gary 
Hammond, carried the nearly 150-year-old artwork into the Historical      
Society museum, following the cautious step of President Brian Pinnola. 
 On hand to receive Cornelia, estimated to have sat for the portrait at 
about 30 years old, were, below from left, Society directors George Bowen, 
Gloria Jones, Brian Pinnola, Maureen Clancy and Mary Jane Caldwell.  

� ����	 � ����� "�� �� �	 ������ �	 �	 �����	� �  

	� ast fall, a former Garden City resident who is a descendent of the 
Clinch family (Cornelia Stewart’s maiden name was Clinch) was 

online to see what was happening in Garden City before his 50th class 
reunion. Peter Langmore of Blandford, Massachusetts, logged onto the 
Historical Society’s website and, after seeing the portrait of Cornelia 
on the homepage, e-mailed Society President Brian Pinnola with some 
surprising news! The James Pine painting that both the Society and the 
Nassau County Museum thought was Cornelia Stewart in her younger 
days was, in reality, her niece, Sarah Nicoll Clinch.  
 Peter and his sister, Betsy Langmore Birchenough of Lake 
George, NY, visited the Society and brought a treasure trove of photos, 

memorabilia and news clippings about Alexander Stewart and the family, 
even clippings of the move of The Garden City Historical Society’s 1872 
structure to its present location on Eleventh Street. They said the portrait of 
Mrs. Clinch and a beautiful Victorian-era gown that belonged to Cornelia 
Stewart had been given to the Society in 1986 after their mother, Louise 
Nicoll Osborne Langmore, passed away at her home in Garden City. Talk    
of the dress spurred a search in the Society’s archives where Betsy found 
Cornelia’s gown. At left is a photo of a very excited Betsy and her brother 
with their great, great grand aunt’s gown. Photographs dating to the 1950s 
and 60s showed Betsy modeling Mrs. Stewart’s gown at a luncheon and at 
the Garden City Centennial Ball. At her 1973 wedding in the Cathedral of the 
Incarnation, Betsy wore an Irish lace mantilla that had belonged to Mrs. 
Stewart. She also carried a prayer book that Mrs. Clinch used at the 1885 

consecration of the Cathedral. Another photo 
showed Betsy in her wedding gown with the 
painting of Sarah Clinch prominently hang-
ing on the wall in their home. Louise Nicoll 
Osborne Langmore and Peter’s daughter, 
Elizabeth Cregan, both wore the mantilla and 
carried the prayer book at their Cathedral 
weddings in 1936 and 2001, respectively. In 
addition, Peter’s daughter, Sarah Nicoll, was 
named for Sarah Nicoll Clinch. 

�  Peter/Betsy’s 
Family line     
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Name  ____________________________________________________ 
Address ___________________________________________________ 
City __________________________     State ______      Zip _________ 
 

Membership Donation $_______      Donation to the Society $_______ 
Archive Acquisition Fund Donation $_______ 

Membership categories: 

� Senior Citizen (per person)...                      

� Individual…..                            

� Family…..                                   

� Business, 
     Institutional or 
     Professional…..                         

� Sustaining…..                             

� Life….. 
All donations are tax deductible.                        

$10 

$25 

$35 
 
 

 

 

$50 

$50 

$350 

#$$%�� �����	��� �� ��
� �� ������� �  

�� he Society thanks all those individuals and businesses who have joined our 
membership roster for 2008. Your donations make possible the upkeep of 

The Garden City Historical Society Museum, an original 1872 A.T. Stewart-era 
structure. If you have not renewed yet, or know someone who would like to join, 
mail a check and this form to: 

The Garden City Historical Society, P.O. Box 179, Garden City, NY 11530. 
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�� ongratulations to our Second Annual A.T. Stewart Award    
winners: In the non-residential category, the owners of 57-65 

Hilton Avenue, and in the residential category, owners Neal and 
Peggy Griffin of 15 Rockaway Avenue. Winners receive bronze 
plaques inscribed with their property’s address, year of construction, and the year 
the award was presented. The award was established in 2006 to recognize those who 
construct new or renovate/maintain existing residential and non-residential proper-
ties in keeping with the historic nature and fabric of A.T. Stewart’s vision. The Grif-
fin home, designed by John Kellum, was built in 1872, is one of the nine original 
“Apostle” houses and listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 57-65    
Hilton Avenue, built in 1873, is Garden City’s first retail building and contained 
five stores, including a pharmacy, butcher, and a barber. 


� ith renovations and restoration work completed on the main floor of The 
Garden City Historical Society Museum, we have turned to the more 

pleasurable chores, like decorating and stocking our Gift Shop. Not long ago, 
the Society put in place the stair plaques purchased by area residents and busi-
nesses during a fundraiser to help in the restoration of the Society’s 1872 A.T. 
Stewart-era structure that became the home of The Garden City Historical    
Society. Please stop by one of our upcoming events and see the plaques    
prominently displayed on the staircase leading to the second floor. 
 The Society sincerely thanks those individuals and businesses who   
purchased plaques: Kenneth and Nancy Akeson, Samuel and Arline Grecco Jr., 
George and Claire Hesterberg, DAR Col. Ogden Chapter in honor of Mrs.   
Florence Van Riper, Kenneth and Joanne Adams, Ignatius and Anne Marie    
Alcamo, Friends of Cummin and Maureen Clancy in their honor, 
Seth and Shelia Waugh, Robert and Marguerite Gorman, Jean     
Snyder (GCHS 1948) and Stephanie Cullum/Coach Realtors. 

� �����	��� � �� �� ������� � �� �� �	������� �	 ������ �
 �������� ��
The Society held an information meeting for new volunteers in August. President Brian Pinnola explained the various 

committees and their activities. Anyone interested in joining a committee or learning more about volunteer opportunities 
can call Membership Chair Kathy Louros, 739-3665, or Secretary Gloria Jones, 248-0042. We could use your help! 
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�� n July 13, 2007 the 107th anniversary of Governor Teddy Roose-
velt’s laying of the cornerstone for the Nassau County Court 

House on Franklin Avenue and Old Country Road, County Executive 
Tom Suozzi invited members of the Society to revisit the restoration 
project (see the Fall 2005 issue of Historical Notes on our website). 
During their guided tour, Suozzi gave President Brian Pinnola,      
Maureen Traxler and Cyril Smith an update on the preservation work, 
the needed renovation of the WPA murals off the rotunda, and his   
discovery of the original ceiling in the old court room, which had been      
covered years ago. He led Brian on a quick-paced walk through the 
south wing, which are now the offices of our County legislators.  
 The County Executive’s office and a large meeting room are 

located in a new structure 
behind the original court 
house and is connected to the 
main building at the second 
floor level. The project was 
completed in March 2008. 

�� delphi Professor and University Archivist Eugene Neely gave President Pinnola 
and Board member Maureen Traxler a tour of the University’s Archives and  

Special Collections. Professor Neely explained his cataloguing system and showed 
Brian and Maureen how the items are stored on movable shelving. He shared the 
names of companies that can provide digitization of large bound volumes, such as 
yearbooks and newspaper collections and specially made boxes in which to store 
books, and he provided the names of companies that supply preservation materials. 
 Additionally, they spoke about developing cooperative ventures between     
Adelphi and its Friends of Adelphi organization and the Historical Soci-
ety, beginning with a sharing of publications and event notices. This   

effort will help Historical 
Society members learn more 
about Adelphi and the pro-
grams and events it provides 
here in our community, and 
in turn, make them aware   
of events we are planning. 
Professor Neely also agreed 
to give a lecture about the   
history of Adelphi            
University at the Society’s 
Museum in the future. 
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�� hank you to the 29 Society members who responded to         
the survey in our last newsletter. Here is what they shared: 

 Question 1: How long have you lived in Garden City?   
23 responders have lived in the Village 15 years or longer (one 
boasted 67 years!); 2 have lived here for 10-15 years; 3 for 5-10 
years; and 1 in the 1-5 year category. 
 Question 2: Have you ever been inside St. Paul’s?       
17  “yes” and 12 “no.” 
 Question 3: Do you favor private, public or mixed use    
of St. Paul’s School? Half of the responders favored mixed use,    
9 of those favored public use only for Village activities, 3 thought  
it appropriate for GC High School, and 1 for each of the follow-
ing: private condos (with reservations), private condos, senior 
condos, senior housing, and demolition to make way for the   
construction of a new community center for teens/seniors.  
 Interesting side comments accompanied these answers,           
including: “For every million the town puts in, they will benefit ten-
fold;” “...the front façade of the building should be restored to preserve 
our history;” “...would like to see the building remain looking the way  
it is now, along with a senior housing use first for residents of Garden 
City;” “As owners, we all have a vested right to its preservation;” “It was created to serve the community and it should always be;” 
“...attempts must be made to reduce the re-tax;” “...first floor space could be rented to different artists to sell their work...the chapel 
could be rented for weddings;” and “...it may be impossible to predict the financial consequences of [public and mixed use]. Private 
use provides the most financially secure option...mixed use is murky legally and financially.” 
 Question 4: Should a developer be called upon to preserve and restore historic exterior and interior features? 
Overwhelmingly “yes,” 26 to 3. 
 Question 5: Would community/senior activities be an asset? 25 “yes” to 4 “no.”  
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�� his spring, the Society dedicated a garden bench 
in honor of Cleo Caddy, a longtime Garden City 

resident and member of the Society, who included a 
monetary bequest to the Society in her will. The   
bequest was used to establish an Endowment Fund.  

Village Trustee Don Brudie, right, is pictured with 
Charna Caddy DeSanto, Mrs. Caddy’s daughter, 
and her husband, Tony.  


